so that she might forget the very word freedom. Let me quote
the relevant passage from the Harijan article referred to by the
author:
"I must confess that I do not look upon this event with equani-
mity. Cannot a limitless number of soldiers be trained out of India's
millions? Would they not make as good fighting material as any in
the world? Then why foreigners? We know what American aid means.
It amounts in the end to American influence, if not American rule
^dded to British. It is a tremendous price to pay for the possible
success of Allied arms. I see no Indian freedom peeping through all
this preparation for the so-called defence of India. It is a preparation
pure and simple for the defence of the British Empire, whatever may
be asserted to the contrary. (Harijan, April 26, 1942, p. 128.)
(Vide Appendix 1 (T)
9.   The second paragraph of the indictment opens with this
pregnant sentence:
"It will be suggested that during the period of Mr. Gandhi's first
advocacy of British withdrawal from India and the meeting of the
^Ul India Congress Committee in Bombay on August 7th, the Congress
High Command and in the later stages the Congress organization as
a whole were deliberately setting the stage for a mass movement
designed to free India finally from British rule."
Let me underline the phrase "it will be suggested". Why
should anything be left to suggestion about a movement which
is open and above board? Much ado has been made about the
simplest things which nobody has cared to deny and of which
Congressmen are even proud. The Congress organization as a
whole 'deliberately set the stage designed to free India finally
*$rom British rule', as early as the year 1920 and not since my
'first advocacy of British withdrawal from India* as suggested
in the indictment. Ever since that year the effort for a move-
ment has never relaxed. This can be proved from numerous
speeches of Congress leaders and from Congress resolutions.
Young and impatient Congressmen and even elder men have
not hesitated at times to press me to hasten the mass movement.
But I, who knew better, always restrained their ardour, and I
must gratefully admit that they gladly submitted to the restraint.
Che contraction of this long period to the interval between my
advocacy of British withdrawal from India and the meeting
of the All India Congress Committee in Bombay on August
7th, is wholly wrong and misleading. I know of no special staging
since 26th April, 1942.
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